wearing traditional Simbu attire.

Isaac Sine, Diploma Student, and Priscilla Paul,
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A Jubilee Spirit:

Celebrating PNG's 50
Years of Independence

The Banz Campus came
alive as CLTC joined the
nation in celebrating
Papua New Guinea’s

50th Independence
Anniversary - three joyful
days of colour, culture,
and thanksgiving for God's
faithfulness to the nation.

Students and staff showcased
the country’s rich diversity
through traditional dress,
dancing, and regional food
displays. A thanksgiving
service and speeches
followed, highlighting not
only national pride but also
spiritual reflection.

College Principal Dr

Maxon Mani reminded

the community that true
independence must be
matched by godly leadership
that addresses the moral

and social challenges facing
the nation. Dr George
Mombi, Executive Dean
for Postgraduate Studies,
drew on the biblical
concept of Jubilee — a time
of restoration, justice, and
renewed freedom — asking
whether PNG is truly free
from economic and social
bondage.

The celebrations concluded
with each regional group
planting a tree on campus —
a living symbol of hope,
unity, and growth for the
next fifty years.

Through song, prayer,

and community, CLTC
celebrated not only national
independence, but also the
deeper freedom found in
Christ and the calling to lead
the nation with integrity.

Theology Steps into the Public Square:
CLTC Brings MTh Teaching to Port Moresby

For the first time, CLTC has taken
its Master of Theology teaching
to Port Moresby, launching a new
and timely course titled Theology
and Public Issues.

The course, taught by College
Principal Dr Maxon Mani, attracted
strong interest from pastors,
professionals, and community
leaders eager to explore how biblical
truth can shape national life.

As Papua New Guinea faces complex
social and political challenges,

the course called participants to
think deeply about how Christian
faith speaks into matters of
governance, economics, justice, and
human relationships. One student
commented that the most valuable
insight was learning "how theology
applies to real-life issues in politics,
economics, and society.”

Dr Mani emphasized that public
theology is not confined to

church doctrine but concerns the
compassionate values of the Christian
faith that promote human flourishing.

He envisions CLTC developing a Port
Moresby-based Centre for Theology
and Public Issues, where the College
can engage with government officials
and public institutions, offering
biblically grounded perspectives on
national concerns.

This first course contributes to

a growing movement: theology
returning to the public square —
equipping Christian leaders to bring
justice, peace, and hope into the
heart of PNG's social and political
life.
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TVET students on the job training in the

CLTC Workshop.

D
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Building Sustainability: Launching New Income Projects

Innovation and initiative are driving
change at CLTC. The College’s
Technical Services Department

has launched several revenue-
generating projects designed to
strengthen self-sustainability.

The Engineering Section now provides
tyre services, panel-beating, repairs,
and spray painting for both campus
and community vehicles - already
generating over K12,000 in income.
Work is also underway to restore the
College’s fuel station, enabling CLTC to

When Kevin Hunt visited CLTC's
Banz Campus last year, he couldn’t
ignore the sight of rusting roofs
across several buildings. He knew
the damage would only grow —
but the cost of repairs seemed far
beyond reach. Back home in New
Zealand, Kevin began to pray, and
soon doors began to open.

With support from a Christian Trust
in New Zealand, most of the paint

refuel its own vehicles and keep more
funds within the College.

Technical Services Manager Julius Tali
said these small beginnings reflect a
long-term vision: “Some things start
small before they are recognised
—all our efforts aim to support the
College’s mission.”

Plans are also advancing for CLTC

to partner with the Road Transport
Authority (RTA) to open an official vehicle
inspection station, allowing certified
safety checks for CLTC and local drivers.

Faith in Action: New Zealand Volunteers Restore

and materials were funded. Three
volunteers from a church in Feilding
joined Kevin's vision, raising their
own travel costs to serve at CLTC. His
own church also contributed, and
miraculously, all the materials were
shipped from New Zealand to Banz.

Working alongside CLTC's carpentry
team, the volunteers refurbished the
roofs of the Guest House and staff
accommodation, and carried out
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Kevin Hunt with th',zr)aint that was shipped from NZ.

Meanwhile, the Carpentry Section

is producing furniture and tools for
sale, while the Plumbing and Electrical
Sections explore additional self-
supporting ventures. The department
has also welcomed TVET students
from Fatima Catholic Technical School
for practical internships — sharing skills
and building community partnerships.

Through these initiatives,

CLTC continues to model faithful
stewardship and innovation in
service of its mission.

Roofs

repairs on a student dormitory.

Kevin described the experience as
“a clear answer to God'’s persistence,”
and hopes to return for further work.

Their service is a powerful reminder
of how God stirs hearts across nations
to strengthen His work —and how
faithful friends like these make a
lasting difference in the life of the
College.



From the Principal

3,000 Graduates: a Profound and Far-Reaching Impact

Greetings to our friends and
supporters across Oceania and
beyond - to our students and
graduates and their families,
former and current staff and
workers (both national and
expatriate), and our faithful
support groups in Australia
and New Zealand.

This year has been another successful
academic year, with only a few

weeks remaining before our 58th
graduation. Despite the challenging
waters we continue to navigate, CLTC
remains steadfast in its mission to
train men and women for Christian
ministry and leadership across
Melanesia and the wider Pacific.
Since its establishment in 1964, the

Principal Dr Maxon Mani

Greetings to all our generous
supporters in the ministry
of Jesus Christ at CLTC.

College has equipped over 3,000
graduates, whose ministries are
making a profound and far-reaching
impact throughout the region.

The story of CLTC's success is truly
a story of God's unwavering love,
expressed through the many hands
He has used to sustain this ministry.
During my recent visit to New
Zealand in October, | met many
long-time friends of the College
who have supported CLTC from

its earliest days. Their continued
faithfulness — even with “shaky
hands and trembling knees” —is a
powerful picture of selfless love and
compassion in a world of uncertainty.

May this beautiful example inspire
us all as we look together toward the
future of CLTC.

Dr Maxon Mani
Principal CLTC

CLTC Shines at MATS Conference

CLTC was well represented at this
year’s Melanesian Association

of Theological Schools (MATS)
Conference, held in August at the
United Church School of Theology
and Missions in Rarongo, East New
Britain Province.

The 2025 conference theme, Faithful
Collaboration: Addressing Socio-
Economic Challenges for Interfaith
Harmony, brought together
theological educators from across
Melanesia to share insights on

how Christian institutions can work
together to strengthen both faith
and society.

CLTC's Dean of Undergraduate
Studies, Jenny Tobul, who continues
to serve as Vice-President of MATS,
presented a paper on the theme.
She examined how resource scarcity,
socio-economic disparities, and
unequal power dynamics can

create conflict — often worsened by
denominational or ethnic divisions.
Jenny called for stronger dialogue and
cooperation between colleges and
encouraged theological institutions
to adopt tent-making strategies to
become more self-supporting, as
CLTC has done.

Jenny was accompanied by her
husband and fellow faculty member,

United Church College of Higher
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Gordon and Jenny Tobul, Joash Salani and Paully Job at MATS conference.

Gordon, and Master of Theology
students Joash Salani and Paully Job.
Joash and Paully presented findings
from their MTh thesis research —
Joash on A Cultural and Biblical
Portrait of an Ideal Pastor and Paully
on Pastoral Care and Pre-Marital Sex
among Youths. Gordon presented part
of his doctoral research on Defining
Effective Pastoral Ministry as a Basis
for Ministerial Training Curricula.
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At the close of the conference,
CLTC was asked to host the 2026
MATS Conference.

Through its faculty and
postgraduate students, CLTC
continues to shape Christian
thought and leadership that speak
faithfully into the public, social,
and spiritual life of Melanesia.



Student Testimonies

“lI Overcame My Bigge

When Kaysie Tinny first arrived

at CLTC in 2021 from West Sepik
Province, she could speak only Tok
Pisin. Now, four years later, this
determined mother and final-year
Certificate of Bible and Ministry
(CBM) student speaks English with
confidence.

Kaysie came to CLTC with her
husband Rex, who is studying for the
Advanced Diploma of Ministry. In her
first class on Child Nurture, students
were asked to write their learning
goals. Surrounded by some wives
who spoke English fluently, Kaysie
simply wrote: “| want to learn how to
speak English.”

“When the teacher saw this, she
asked if | wanted to enrol in the
Diploma program,” Kaysie recalled.
“But | declined, because | wanted to
learn as much as | could from the Tok
Pisin CBM program to take back to

Kaysie and Rex Tinny, with son Melchizedek.

my community, where the ministry
would be in Tok Pisin.”

This year, Kaysie also had the
opportunity to study Early Childhood
Education (ECE) courses, which were
taught in English. “In the ECE training,

st Challenge - Speaking English”
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the teachers deciphered all the big
words and brought them down to my
level, and | was able to understand
very well” she said. "With their help
and encouragement, | can now stand
before people — even expatriates — and
speak in English confidently.”

Persevering Through God’s Faithfulness: Stewart’s Story

When Stewart Nathan Kaupa
arrived at CLTC Banz in 2023 to
begin his Advanced Diploma of
Community Transformation, he
never imagined how deeply the
journey would change his life.

Now, just weeks away from
graduation, he reflects with gratitude
and awe: “It has been the faithfulness
of God that has helped me endure
everything.”

Stewart often turns to James 1:12,
which has carried him through many
challenges: “Blessed is the one who
perseveres under trial because, having
stood the test, that person will receive
the crown of life that the Lord has
promised to those who love him.”

The early days at CLTC were tough.
"When | came to CLTC, everything was
challenging - the environment, the
studies, public speaking, leadership
responsibilities, even mission field
trips,” he recalls. "l wasn't a pastor,
just a church musician, and when |
heard the word theology, | felt out

of place. But God was faithful and
brought me through.”

J o : - 1
Stewart Kaupa, Advanced Diploma 3 student.

As Stewart learned more about
theology, he began to see how
biblical truth shapes daily life.
“Theology defines our actions,” he
explains. “If we only know the truth
but don't live it, then we hide it. That
was my biggest challenge — learning
to live out what | believed.”

Looking back, Stewart says CLTC
has transformed not just his
understanding, but his heart. “Before
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coming here, my life was a mess.

| hurt people and saw others as
obstacles. But CLTC helped me see the
value of every person and how deeply
God loves each one of us. Jesus died
for lives — including mine — because
He valued me.”

The transformation has also given
him new confidence. "l used to be an
introvert, but now | can stand before
people, lead, encourage, and preach
God's Word. CLTC has shaped me
both spiritually and practically.”

Stewart's vision for the future is

clear: he hopes to continue into the
Bachelor program and return to his
community as a leader like Paul -
teaching biblical truth, confronting
false doctrine, and sharing what he
has learned through the Community
Transformation program. Even though
he currently has no sponsor, he trusts
God will provide a way.

“CLTC is not like other colleges,” he
says thoughtfully. “The knowledge we
gain here is like a seed in a farmer’s
hand. How we nurture that seed at
CLTC determines what harvest we'll
see in the field outside.”
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Trusting in God'’s provision — despite financial setbacks

For many years, the College
relied on its poultry business for
about half of its income. When
we lost all our chickens in 2021,
the financial sustainability of
the College came under serious
strain. To make matters worse,
the business had accumulated
significant debts.

In response, staff voluntarily accepted
salary reductions so that we could
continue the mission God has given

us — to train Christian leaders. Through
online and blended learning, we not
only maintained our training programs
but also extended our reach even
during the financial hardship.

We are deeply grateful to many who
have helped us through this time. This

has sustained the College. Some have
invested in restoring the poultry, led
by Garth Morgan, David Drummond,
and Gordon Mock.

Earlier this year, it seemed that we
were finally regaining stability. Student
numbers were up, and chickens

were back in the sheds. And we were
able to increase student fees with a
financial aid program made possible
from donations.

However, recent months have brought
fresh challenges that remind us that
our confidence must rest in God,

not in our own plans. First, a well-
coordinated theft of chickens severely
cut into expected profits. We also lost
valuable equipment, including water
pumps and electrical wiring. Second,

Please consider supporting CLTC. To join us in supporting a student, please reach
out through the contact information in this newsletter, or sign-up online at Beacon
Partnerships in New Zealand (https://www.beaconpartnerships.org/sponsor-leaders/)

our solar power system experienced
technical difficulties, continuing to
force us to rely heavily on diesel
generation at high cost. Third, a
lightning strike last month destroyed
our internet switches and most of the
computers in the administration office
— another unplanned expense.

As a result, we have again reduced
staff salaries, though this time the
unpaid portion is being credited to
staff accounts for future settlement.

Please continue to pray for the
recovery and profitability of our
poultry and other College activities,
and for a strong student intake in
2026. This is God's work, and we
continue to trust Him to provide all
that is needed.

or Local Leaders International in Australia
(https://localleaders.org.au/programs/student-sponsorship/).

Equipped to Serve: The 2025 Graduates

The countdown is on for CLTC's
58th Graduation! The Banz campus
will host the main ceremony on

6 December, with 57 students
preparing to cross the stage, and
another 24 expected to graduate
from the Port Moresby and Lae
campuses.

Because students travel from across
PNG and the Pacific, the Banz
graduation is held just two weeks
after final exams — a busy but joyful
end to the year. Classrooms are
filled with last-minute study, final
projects, and, in some cases, final
fee payments. Teachers are busy
marking, administrators are preparing
transcripts, and around campus the
excitement is building.

Registrar Clyde Smith explained that
the final number of graduates depends
on students meeting all academic and
financial requirements. “Until all grades
are entered and results confirmed, we
can't finalize the list,” he said.

Last year saw a record 95 graduates
at Banz Campus, including nine in the

Master of Theology program.

As the big day approaches, students
are reflecting on their studies and the
impact of their time at CLTC.

Albert Meiwo, completing his Bachelor
of Theology, shared, “God has done a
great work in my life. | couldn't afford
tertiary studies before, but God made a
way for me to come to CLTC. | now feel
equipped and ready to serve people.”
Albert also appreciated CLTC's holistic
approach: "l came to study theology,
but the business and management
courses were a bonus — they help

us minister to both the spiritual and
physical needs of people.”

For ordained pastor Paul Yanamsa,
who is completing his Bachelor of
Theology, CLTC's training has been
life-changing. “The training here is up
to date with what God is doing in our
time. It's not bound by denominational
lines but encourages us to work with
all who believe in Christ. This is how
the Church should operate. CLTC is
the best theological institution in

the country. | encourage pastors and
leaders to come and study here.”

As graduation day approaches, these
stories remind us that CLTC's mission
continues to shape men and women
who are grounded in God's Word and
ready to serve wherever He leads.

Final year BTh students,
Paul Yanamsa and
Albert Meiwo, looking at
noticeboard instructions.
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New IT Network
Engineer

CLTC is pleased to welcome
Charlie Tipai as its new IT
Network Engineer. From West
Sepik Province, Charlie brings
valuable experience and a strong
commitment to serving through
technology.

A graduate of the PNG University
of Technology with an Honours
degree in Information Technology,
Charlie previously worked as ICT
Coordinator at Balimo College in
Western Province and as a Telecom
Engineer with R&A Marine Services
in Manus.

At CLTC, he is eager to strengthen
the reliability and security of

the College’s network systems,
ensuring smooth communication
and operations for staff and
students. "l was drawn to CLTC
because of its vision to develop
leaders with both professional and
Christian values, and | wanted to
be part of that mission,” he shared.
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Prison officials meet with CLTC representatives. From left, Chief Inspector Fatima Kepas (Head
of the CIS Buimo Welfare Division), Ps Simon Minigamba (Dean of Lae Campus), Prisoner David
Erick, Sergeant Arnold Juvai (Officer in Charge), and Namos Kipi (Associate Dean of Lae Campus).

God’s Word Reaches Buimo Prison

A new light is shining behind the
walls of Buimo Prison in Lae, where
21 inmates have begun studying
God’s Word through Theological
Education by Extension (TEE).
Another 15 inmates are waiting
eagerly to join as soon as funding
allows.

The initiative began earlier this
year when Namos and Jane Kipi,
staff members at CLTC Lae Campus,
approached prison authorities
about offering Bible study courses
to inmates. In May, a partnership
was launched, and the first group -
five women, sixteen men, and five

wardens — enrolled in the Discipleship:

Come Follow Me course. The group
has already completed six studies and
continues to make steady progress.

Each participant studies individually,
with Namos and Jane marking the
assignments. Sergeant Arnold, the
officer overseeing the program,
personally delivers completed work
to the campus. While TEE seminars
would normally provide opportunities

for group discussion, permission for
these gatherings has not yet been
granted by prison officials.

Still, the prison authorities are pleased
to see the program helping inmates in
their rehabilitation. “It's a joy to know

the Word of God is taking root in their
hearts and minds,” said Namos.

A small certificate ceremony is being
planned to recognize those who have
completed their first TEE course —a
milestone of hope and transformation
within prison walls.

TEE programs have previously
reached Baisu and Barawaki Prisons
in partnership with the Evangelical
Brotherhood Church (EBC), and
CLTC is delighted to see the ministry
expanding again.

CLTC is now seeking sponsorship from
Lae churches, businesses, and MPs

to cover the cost of course materials,
so that the next 15 eager students

at Buimo can begin their journey of
learning and renewal through God's

Word.
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